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WOUND PICTURE

When assessing wounds in your patient, Pain (When it occurs, what relieves it,
use the mnemonic, WOUND PICTURE, patient’s description, patient’s rating
for a fast and accurate assessment. on scale of O to 10)

Induration (Surrounding fissue hard
Wound or ulcer location or soft)

Odor Assess before and during all Color of wound bed (Red-yellow-black
dressing changes or combination)

Ulcer category, stage (for pressure Tunneling (Record length and direction
ulcer) or classification (for diabetic —toward patient’s right, left, head, feet)
ulcer), and depth (partialthickness or Undermining (Record length and
full-thickness) direction, using clock references to
Necrotic tissue describe)

Dimension of wound (shape, length, Redness or other discoloration in sur-
width, depth); drainage color, consis- rounding skin

tency, and amount (scant, moderate, Edge of skin loose or tightly adherede
large) Edges flat or rolled under

Edema, Epitelialization

From Wound Care Made Incredibly Easy, 2nd ed. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins, 2006.
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Yellow Necrosis
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Wounds with greater than 1,000,000 organisms
per gram of tissue are considered to be infected

Increasing pain, tenderness
in the ulcer area

Erythema

Edema

Heat

Purulent exudate
Sanguinous exudate
Serous exudate

Delayed healing of the
ulcer

9.

10.

12,
13.
14.

Discoloration of
granulation tissue

Friable granulation
tissue

Pocketing at base of
wound

Foul odor
Wound breakdown
Abscess & Cellulitis



Venous leg ulcer with extensive
biofilm on the wound surface
caused by Pseudomonas

Infected venous leg ulcer
with spreading cellulitis
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Antiseptic agents historically used to treat chronic
wounds

Acetic acid

Aluminum salts

Boric acid

Chlorhexidine
Hexachlorophene

Hydrogen peroxide
Hypochlorite (Dakin’s solution)
lodine, povidone-iodine

Silver nitrate
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